
Women living in
rural areas are
1.4 times
more likely to
experience
unintended
pregnancy.4

6.5 m*
women of reproductive age

15-49 years2

UNINTENDED PREGNANCY
IN AUSTRALIA

RURAL AREAS YOUNG PEOPLE

*As of January 2026

An unintended pregnancy is a pregnancy that occurs when no children or no
more children are desired or a pregnancy that occurs earlier than desired. An

unintended pregnancy does not necessarily mean the pregnancy is unwanted.1

1 in 4 
Australian women
had an unintended
pregnancy in the
past 10 years3

of unintended
pregnancies
ended in abortion.

31%
3

41% of women aged 18-32 years
reported that their first pregnancy
was unintended.4

13% of women aged 19-24 years
who have ever had vaginal sex
report experiencing an
unintended pregnancy.5
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